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From the

Editor’s Desk

Greetings to all,

| don’t suppose many of us have really ever been to a desert—one
filled with sand, wind, cold, thirst and camels; but most of us usually
have at some fime or other entered many deserts emotionally and
possibly spiritually. This issue deals with these and gives us some
solid ideas as to why they come aboutgl; how to get through

them. Like all trials‘when they are over, we ys hope to come out
the other si
brightly as the

hawng learnt something valu
leaming je

It is @ delight
to us-our “From a Man's World", we do
hopeyou notonl ourself looking for |f\At least it will

give the gentiemen that‘alre
for doing”

y-read our magazine a Valld reason
also welcome Julie Mayer, Julie ls“\at present
- Chaplaincy with Scripture Union; but has
s highly trained and experienced and we
he can. Lorraine Addison, he\hds out
roup” and has also agreed to
S o, I am sure you will get to
in the next issue.
stir ..50-if you would like
to send in yours, we would gladly receive them. Please try to
keep them to no more than 1200 words. They may not be used
immediately, but be assured they will be used. Always take a
look at the up-and—coming issues and their closing dates and
this will help yours being used more quickly.

May our Lord bless and keep each one of you in His loving arms.

m@ @cm'e
Letters to the Editor

| have really been enjoying the magazines you have been giving
me. They are so chock full of excellent articles that they are like
treasures that you can’t part with. | am happy to keep re-reading
those seriously biblical and heartfelt articles. | have shared them
with some friends and of course they all want them. | read in that
last copy that limited numbers are printed and have been quite
reticent to part with them. | have the three different volumes now and
have decided who to give the previous two away to. The last one |
will hang onto for just a little longer. | am going to become a member.

C.J. Sydney Area

Dear Madam,
| read your magazine for a few moments in the waiting room of
the Evans St. Surgery. On my next visit it was gone. | would be
very happy to receive the magazine quarterly. If you have a spare
old copy | would be very grateful to receive it. Thankyou.
FY NSW
Congratulations on your books.
Love JG NSW
Thank you for the ‘Spring’ edition of “The Heart of a Woman,” my
husband also finds much of it profitable.
Would it be possible to have a second copy sent to me? We
would like to give this ‘Spring’ copy to a friend and our copy is
being circulated to other friends. Yours sincerely,
GL QLD
Dear Heart of a Woman,
Enclosed is my membership fee. Thankyou for the excellence of
the magazine, it is a pleasure to distribute and | pray it may bring
much blessing. May you also be blessed in the work involved in
production, the dedication is very evideni. Thanking you all, yours
in His love and grace.
DR QLD
Please find my subscription for 2007. Please can you send me
4-6 copies of your magazine, as | have ladies wanting copies?
Yes, we will pray for you all — especially in health — one area the
enemy certainly tries to get at us, but, ‘greater is He that is in us,
than he that is in the world'. What a scripture to stand on. God
bless you in your ministry. Love in Jesus Name.
RS WA



How lt Came To Be

The serpent was clever, - more clever than any wild animal Gop
had made. He spoke to the Woman: “Do | understand that God
told you not to eat from any tree in the garden?” The Woman said
to the serpent, “Not at all. We can eat from the trees in the garden.
It's only about the tree in the middle of the garden that God said,
‘Don’t eat from it; don't even touch it or you'll die.” “The serpent
told the Woman, “You won't die. God knows that the moment you
eat from that tree, you'll see what's really going on. You'll be just
like God, knowing everything, ranging all the way from good to
evil." When the Woman saw that the tree looked like good eating
and realized what she would get out of it—she’'d know
everything!—She took and ate the fruit and then gave some to
her husband, and he ate. Immediately the two of them did “see
what's really going on"—saw themselves naked! They sewed
fig leaves together as makeshift clothes for themselves. When
they heard the sound of Goo strolling in the garden in the evening
breeze, the Man and his Wife hid in the trees of the garden, hid
from Gob. Gob called to the Man: “Where are you?” He said, ‘I
heard you in the garden and | was afraid because | was naked,;
and | hid.” Goo said, “Who told you that you were naked? Did you

eat from that tree | told you not to eat from?” The Man
said, “The Woman you gave me as a companion, she
gave me fruit from the tree, and, yes, | ate it.” Goo said
to the Woman, “What is this that you've done?” “The
serpent seduced me,” she said, "and | ate.” Goo told
the serpent: “Because you've done this, you're cursed,
cursed beyond all cattle and wild animals; cursed to
slink on your belly and eat dirt all your life. I'm declaring
war between you and the Woman, between your
offspring and hers. He'll wound your head, you'll
wound His heel. “He told the Woman: “I'll multiply your
pains in childbirth; you'll give birth to your babies in
pain. You'll want to please your husband, but he'll lord
it over you. “He told the Man: “Because you listened to
your wife and ate from the tree that | commanded you
not to eat from: ‘Don’t eat from this tree,” the very ground
is cursed because of you; getting food from the ground
will be as painful as having babies is for your wife;
you’ll be working in pain all your life long. The ground
will sprout thorns and weeds, you'll get your food the
hard way; planting and tilling and harvesting, sweating
in the fields from dawn to dusk, until you return to that
ground yourself, dead and buried; you started out as
dirt, you'll end up dirt.” The Man, known as Adam, named
his wife Eve because she was the mother of all the
living. Gop made leather clothing for Adam and his wife
and dressed them. Gop said, “The Man has become
like one of us, capable of knowing everything, ranging
from good to evil. What if he now should reach out and
take fruit from the Tree-of-Life and eat, and live forever?
Never—this cannot happen!” So Gop expelled them from
the Garden of Eden and sent them to work the ground,
the same dirt out of which they'd been made. He threw
them out of the garden and stationed angel-cherubim
and a revolving sword of fire east of it, guarding the path
to the Tree-of-Life.

Genesis 3:1-24 (The Message)
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A Desert ls

Over Christmas Ewan and | had the privilege of travelling to
Tasmania. Whilst there we enjoyed the fellowship and
encouragement of many Christians as we ministered during our
journey. However we also enjoyed a good rest and a great holiday.
Tasmania fascinated us and as we travelled, we both knew the
Lord's presence and His clear voice speaking to us along the way.
One place in particular where this happened, was at
Queenstown. We had been travelling through rich green
pastures and then forestry to suddenly turn a corner and be
faced with a desert place. Like most desert places it had its
own beauty, in fact, | felt as | looked at the rich colours of the
rocky mountains sparkling in the sunshine, that they almost
reminded me of a woman’s jewel box spilling over with the
different colours blended together in an untidy way. As most
tourists do, we stopped at the lookout overlooking the township
and there in front of us, down in the valley, lay the township like
a green oasis surrounded by nothing but this wilderness.
Comparing the rocky surrounds, | did not expect to find any
living creature, whereas in the township with the creek running
through | knew there should be many to be found. It was here
that we read this information:

“You are standing on a hillside once cloaked in dense temperate
rain forests thousands of years in the
making. Then as mining took hold,
the thin peat soils burned and
washed away and the hills were laid
bear. Running beneath the hills
around you are veins of mineral
wealth - copper, silver and gold: the life
blood of more than a century of
continuous mining, yielding more than
$4 billion worth of ore. Mt. Lyell was
once the richest mine in the southern
hemisphere. Formed in 1893 ‘The Mt.
Lyell Mining & Railway Company Ltd.’,
now ‘Copper Mines of Tasmania,'is the
sole survivor of 44 mining company’s
and syndicales that sought to exploit
the rich ore bodies of the Lyell field. In
the boom years of the 1890’s and early
1900's, the once heavily forested hills around you met their fate.
Felled to fuel the smelter furnaces, the hills were blackened by
bush fires, and the top soil scoured by rain. For 73 years a pall of
sulphurous smoke from the furnace stacks killed any new growth.
Seeping through the sulphide rich rock of the mine workings
and waste dumps, water turns acid then flows into the rivers
below carrying a toxic concoction of metals. Just as the hills
have been made barren by sulphurous fumes huge quantities
of acid drainage from the Mt. Lyell mine lease, have devastated
the Queen and King rivers. The effects are still evident as far away
as Sirahan’s famous Macquarie Harbour.”

It was here the title of this segment heading came to mind. “A Desert
Was Bom"; and | began to ponder over the destruction mankind had
brought upon this once pristine landscape. A few days later as we
travelled the APT railway and looked upon the beautiful rivers, it was
hard to understand or believe the fact that they were now totally
dead, without even a micro organism to be found. My thoughts
wandered over our lives and how the desert of our diseased heart
was born and further still, how the deserts we pass through in life
are born. Genesis Chapter 3 explains the diseased heart and how
each of us is born with it because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience.
Romans 5:12 reminds us of this truth “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world and death by sin and so death passed
upon all men, for all have sinned.”
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By Wendy Davie

It has troubled me a great deal when | have heard folks say that
they are not sinners. What bench mark are they using to be able
to dogmatically say this? Is it others that they look at, or their
own pride that drives this thought pattern? Can any of us truly
ignore our attitudes towards others and say that we are not driven
at one time or another by our own selfish motives?

Many years ago we had close contact with a family who had
originally come from Russia. We were visiting their parents at
the same time as our friends and were delighted when many of
their other children had returned home also. Their parents were
an absolute joy and blessed us abundantly — in fact it was like
going to a Christian camp run by Russians. Dad was disabled
and sat most of his days reading the Scriptures, but he was also
a faithful man of prayer. Over the weekend when conversations
seemed to be leading in the wrong direction, he would call out
“children we need to pray!” and all would go into the lounge for
prayer. | could not help myself and asked my friend how many
children her parents had. “Eleven” she said — “Are they all
Christians? | continued. “Yes, all with strong faith,” she confidently
answered. | had often heard that children of parents of strong
faith sometimes wander from the Lord and so found myself
asking “Why do you think this is so, what would you put in down
to?” She was quiet for a time and then
said “my Dad always kept his
promises good or bad.” “No, that’s
not it!”, | said “there have been many
parents who kept their promises
good or bad and their children have
brought nothing but sorrow to their
hearts.” We sat in quietness for quite
some minutes looking at the beautiful
country around us, finally she told me
her story.

“My parents had to escape from
Russia during the war, at that time
they had three children and they also
brought my grandfather with them.
However he was not a Christian and
was in fact possessed.” | stopped
her there and questioned her about
that word; her answer struck me with horror. “He was completely
controlled by the devil and would rant and rave over each one of us
at times for hours; the rest of us would huddle in another corner
and pray, because that is all we could do. During these times he
would go for days without eating or drinking and then pick on the
one person to stand over. We all grew up seeing clearly in the
household the difference between good and bad; clean and
unclean; holy and unholy, and we all knew we did not want what he
had and so chose to follow the God of our parents. We learnt to
pray and not to faint!”

To this day | have never forgotten my friends, their faith and prayerful
ways and that wonderful conversation. | truly believe that the reason
we fall short is that we do not see clearly the difference between
true Christianity and the wickedness of the world.

Do you think that when the mining began in Mt. Lyell at
Queenstown, that the people of that day would have clearly seen
the damage that it would be doing or would eventually do? |
don’t, my belief is that they probably thought that the water would
wash all their problems away and that the mountain would
eventually regrow. When a piece of fruit goes bad, where does
this badness begin — isn't it usually right in the core? That dear
sisters, is where our sin began. A baby does not have to be
taught how to be naughty — it comes in the package of birth; it is
here that “The Desert is born!!”
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]n the Bible we read of a nation that spent forty years in the
desert, serving time for their sin. Their circumstances were tragic,
and we may wonder how they could have done what they did. My
circumstances are certainly different. | know that | am safe in
Christ, and that positionally | am seated with Him in heavenly
places: but each time | read the story of Israel’s self-will; it speaks
to me anew and convicts me in so many ways.

God had done so much for His people, the nation of Israel, and still
they complained and rebelled against Him. He had shown His strength
through miraculous interventions. He had even produced ten plagues
that proved His sovereignty over the gods of Egypt - all the while
keeping His own people safe: and then He had instituted the Passover
for Israel; where the blood of lambs on the doorposts had saved the
lives of their firstborn sons whilst those of the Egyptians had died.

Although Israel had witnessed God's power, they still did not
trust Him as He led them away from Egypt. As soon as they
noticed Pharaoh’s army pursuing them, they became afraid and
started to murmur against Moses, (and therefore against God).
They complained that Moses should have left them in Egypt
instead of letting them perish in the desert without a legacy of
burial sites... Nevertheless, God was gracious and rescued
them through a miracle. The Red Sea opened up for them, and
after they had crossed it on dry ground, the Egyptians were
drowned as they followed; only then the people praised God.
During their journey through the wilderness in order to reach the
Promised Land, God preserved them from hunger, thirst and chaos.
He even instructed them to make a special tent in which He would
dwell with them personally. Unfortunately after God had called
Moses to the top of Mt. Sinai to give him the Ten Commandments,
another crisis developed which showed their lack of real faith.
Moses’ absence took longer than the people had expected, and
God's providence was quickly forgotten. Israel did not expect
Moses to return, so they persuaded their high priest Aaron to
make them a golden calf. When it was finished, they worshipped
the statue for bringing them out of Egypt instead of God.
Consequently, God became very angry with them and intended
to destroy the whole nation. Instead of persisting with these
rebellious people, He would make a new nation from Moses but
Moses pleaded with God; and God relented. All those who openly
declared their allegiance to God before Moses were spared.
Finally, the nation arrived at the border to the Promised Land. God told
Moses to choose twelve men to spy out the land. This he did, and
Joshua left with Caleb and other tribal representatives to explore the
land, but what they saw tested their faith. Returning after forty days
they reported that Canaan was truly a land flowing with milk and
honey. Food was plentiful and grapes were huge; but so were the
giants they had encountered on their journey.

All but two of the spies were afraid and said, “There we saw the
giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were
like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight™
Only Joshua and Caleb trusted God. They told the Israelites, “If the
LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it
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to us...Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of
the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from
them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.”? However the
congregation tumed on them and wanted to stone them!

Soonce again God grew very angry: “How long will these people
reject Me? And how long will they not believe Me, with all the
signs which | have performed among them? This was the
second time He had in mind to eradicate them. He would strike
them with pestilence and disinherit them, and then make a mightier
nation of Moses instead; however Moses was a humble man. In
fact, the Bible says that he was the most humble man that ever
lived.* A less humble person may have rejoiced at the prospect of
becoming head of a nation, but Moses had compassion for his
people and focused on God's glory rather than his own. He
interceded for Israel and pointed out that their annihilation would
damage God's reputation among heathen nations.

As a result God modified His punishment. He vowed that those people
who had seen the signs He had performed in Egypt and in the
wilderness, and who had nonetheless disobeyed and put Him to the
test ten times since then, would not inherit the Land He had promised
their fathers. None of those who rejected Him would ever see it: but
their children, whom they had used as an excuse for not attacking
when God had told them to do so - those children would enter the
land; and so would Caleb and Joshua who had trusted God.

The eleven spies, whose lack of faith had invoked the national rebellion,
were punished by God immediately, for they were struck by the plague
and died. The rest of the nation would bear their guilt in the wilderness,
where they would spend one year for each day their representatives
had spied out the land, i.e. forty years. They would experience God's
rejection and die in the desert, never entering the Promised Land.
What an awful plight — and all of it due to self will.

"Numbers 13:33 2 Numbers 14:8,9  ® Numbers 14:11
* Numbers 12:3

DROUGH]

Drought is ravaging the land,
The fields are parched and brown;
Many months have passed and gone -
Since the rains came down!
The driest continent on earth
Can go from drought to flood,
And farmers have rejoiced to see
The dust turn into mud!

But there’s a different kind of drought
In people's hearts today,

And the ravages that this has caused
Grows wider every day;
Replacing God with empty things -
Which can't bring peace of mind;
They wonder why true joy and peace
Are so hard to find!

¥

Barbara Holmes
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What Makes A Desert Experience?

By Wendy Davie

At some point of time, we all experience a desert experience; a time of barrenness that we just can't always explain. It is always
helpful to have some sort of guiding list that we can pull out and look through, for often during these times, we can't think rationally,
we find it hard to pray and certainly find it hard to thank God for taking us through them. Below is such a list

Being outside of the Kingdom of God! Seek Him while you are still able to do so. Good life, many riches, happy parties, many
friends and a well behaved and lovely family; none of these things will be enough to place you inside the Kingdom, God
so wants you to leave the desert and enter the abundant life He supplies. The Bible tells us clearly “that it is by His grace
(or undeserved favour upon us) that we are saved, through faith (in the Lord Jesus Christ taking our place of punishment)
and that it is not anything we can or have done — but a lovely gift from God. If it had been allowed any other way we would
automatically become proud and boast about our achievements.” '

Having sin in our lives! Remember we are told “that whatever is not of faith is sin’? and again “If I regard iniquity in my
heart, the Lord will not hear me.’” David discovered this when he sinned in taking Bethsheba to himself and it was not
until he confessed this sin openly to God, his prophet and Bethsheba that things began to change. However the desert
experience did not leave him until all the consequences of his sin were completed. Then we are told he stopped fasting,
washed and dressed and went out with peace in his heart.

Fighting spiritual attacks! Are you under oppression? It is sometimes confused for depression, or severe fatigue. However
this is very real and can be because we are right where the Lord wants us and we are working for Him in some manner:
therefore Satan does not want the work to continue. Many missionaries, full-time workers and even writers of this
magazine have certainly gone through this heartache. It usually goes on until we turn to the Lord fully in faith and
complete trust; learn to wait on Him in prayer and then the attacks cease and the oppression lifts. There are times when
the oppression is so heavy though, that it may be necessary to ask a friend to pray for you.

Being a prayer warrior! Jeremiah, known as the weeping prophet, and yes many other Christians have known the Lord to lead them
into a desert experience. | have known it to be when there is need for prayer for others; (at those times God gives us a great
compassion for the one we are praying for and more of a spiritual understanding as to what His perfect will may be). — Or
when the Lord reveals to us a situation that is not of Him and must be changed, therefore prayer warriors are needed.

A learning field! This can be in order that we learn to trust Him more, to love Him more, to relinquish something we hold too
dear to our hearts, or just to comfort another who is already there.

Failing to have our Spiritual ears on! At other times we enter a desert experience simply because we are not listening to the
Lord’s guidance. Maybe we are not reading the Word as faithfully as we should, or not practiced in prayer.

Personality conflicts! Unfortunately at times they come about when other misguided Christians do not understand us.
Someone may have said unkind things about us. Our gifts are not being used in some way and we know the deserted
feeling of loneliness. We can be surrounded by hosts and even going faithfully to a good Church, but still be lonely,
simply because we neglect to pray for forgiveness both for ourselves and the other in the conflict.

Waiting times! It's hard to wait and to hear the Lord say “come away with me and rest’” Because we all like to be busy and

wanted, instead it feels like a wilderness. We need to learn to love and listen to the Lord more for this to pass. What
wonderful lessons will be learned there whilst do so.

'Ephesians 2:8 (paraphrased for understanding); 2 Romans 14:23b; *Psalm 66:18. (KJV)
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“His Power

And His Presence”

Many and varied pictures flash across our mind as we hear
the word “desert”. It might be a picture of a dry, arid, barren place
with little vegetation, yet having a stark beauty all of its own. Yes,
a beauty, until you are lost and alone in such a place. Then it
becomes a place of terror and fear of death.

| suppose all of us have experienced some sort of emotional
desert place during our life. | had one just a couple of weeks ago.
We had driven back from a funeral in Sydney and when my
husband tried to get out of the car at home, it was almost
impossible because of the acute back pain. In spite of medical
care that extremely acute pain continued for a week; he could
barely move. In fact he could barely speak and his normally bright,
alert face became drawn and withdrawn.

The Qumran “Desert Experience”

God's people also had their “desert experiences”. There was that
time in Egypt when God raised up Moses to be the deliverer of
God's people’. Then there was that time much later, when the
Romans were in charge of Palestine. Persecution, pressure, and
panic were part of the daily life of God's people. When would it all
end? Even a revolt didn't save the situation. The central part of
their life was attacked — the Temple of God. What
would happen to the sacred scrolls — the Word of
God, and the Writings about that Word? Would they
be destroyed? For them it was a deep desert
experience. Was there any hope at all?

A group of the faithful took some of the sacred scrolls
to a place near the Dead Sea called Qumran where
a Community had been established, seeking to
preserve God's truth. They copied the scrolls, and
stored them in nearby caves where they remained
until 1947. In the midst of this “desert experience”
they were looking to God to save them. They knew
the promises God had given them, that He would
send them One who would rescue them from their
persecutors: but when? How? Who was He?
From the writings they left behind we know they were
looking for One who would be a prophet like Moses
declaring God's word; but also He was to be a King like
David, leading God's people to victory. He would also
be a Priest like Melchizedek, praying for the people,
and also a Priest like Aaron who would stand between
their awesome God and His failing people. They even
were looking for One who would either pierce or be
pierced. (Either translation of the recovered fragment is
possible); they couldn’'t understand it.

This was their desert and who would take them out
of it? Who was this Rescuer, this Messiah? When
would He come? How would He come?

“In The Fullness Of Time ...”

“But when the fullness of the time came, God sent
forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law”
2, In this passage Paul is talking about Jesus who was
born in a manger, and whose pure life was seen for 30
years as He taught the people and lived with them.
This good Man was arrested and crucified. Was this
the end? Surely this was not that promised Messiah!
They couldn’t understand what was happening.
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By Barbara Wilson

The Bible tells us that for this very reason He came. He would be
crucified and die, but He would rise again on the third day. This
Jesus would transform that desert because His death on the
Cross meant that you and | could know forgiveness of sin and a
personal relationship with God our Father, and with the Lord
Jesus Christ who died in our place®. This faithful Rescuer has
promised He will never leave us nor forsake us®.

I was in that desert place last week | felt so helpless. We prayed, but
my husband'’s pain continued unabated. In spite of those outward
circumstances we knew God'’s promise. He would not leave us; He
was with us and sometimes that is all we have to cling to.

I am very thankful that my husband was able to have a couple of
cortisone injections into the affected joints of his spine and within
three hours my desert had changed. | felt | had my husband back!
Even if that had not happened, | would have asked for strength to
live in the light of the truth that God was walking with us, and He
was still in control. There are indeed jewels in the desert.

'Hebrew 11:23-29; ? Galatians 4:4; *John 3:16; * Hebrews 13:5b;
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There is a curious verse in the book of Hebrews, which
says that angels are “ministering spirits sent forth to
minister for those who will inherit salvation™." The
operative word here is “will” or, translated directly, “are
about to”. The Greek word used by the writer is (me,llw),
which denotes the idea of expectation, i.e. to be about to,
to be going to, or to intend or purpose.

Some people believe that everyone has a guardian angel,
and there are plenty of songs and stories that speak about
this hope. Others believe that guardian angels only help those
who belong to Jesus Christ, their Saviour. For this to be true,
the above text would have to read differently “to minister for
those who HAVE inherited [not ‘will inherit’] salvation.”

Could it be possible that the above verse refers to
something else? Could it be that those who will be saved
at some point in the future have guardian angels to keep
them alive until that day? The following may support this
suggestion: when Paul preached in the city of Antioch, many
Gentiles heard him, and “as many as had been appointed
to eternal life believed.” > We also read that during the
time of the early church “the Lord added to the church
daily those [Jews] who were being saved”

Many testimonies point to the fact that God has
miraculously kept people alive before they placed their
faith in Christ and were born again. They were preserved
in the desert of spiritual death until they came to know
Christ as Saviour. Here is one such example (the name
has been changed to protect the person’s identity).
David was travelling with some friends on a passenger
ship. One of these friends turned out to be an enemy rather
than friend when he ‘accidentally on purpose’ pushed
David overboard. There had been contention between them
for some time. David felt the swirling water pulling him
down more and more. Despite being a strong swimmer,
he could not succeed against the pull. He had never been

Miscarriage is a sad but common event

Miscarriage (also known as abortion) is the sad outcome of a
surprisingly high proportion of pregnancies. As many as one in
three pregnancies will end in this way. Often the mother will not
have realised she was pregnant and put her miscarriage down
as a heavier than usual period. It is now clear that in many
cases of miscarriage the pregnancy had some abnormality.
Losing a baby, even at such an early stage, is a very distressing
experience for many families. This is especially so if it is the
first pregnancy.

But those who have lost a pregnancy through miscarriage can take
some comfort from knowing that the vast majority of women who
have this experience go on to produce healthy babies in the future.
There is often no known reason for the pregnancy to miscarry,
even in those women unfortunate to suffer recurrent
miscarriages. Therefore it is difficult to give advice about how to
reduce the chances of this happening.

The signs of a miscarriage are bleeding, often with crampy
stomach pains. This usually happens in the first few (eight to
ten) weeks of pregnancy. Once bleeding starts the situation is
called a ‘threatened’ miscarriage. No treatment has been shown
to influence the outcome at this stage. Either the pregnancy will

Page 6

ed By Margret Lepke

religious, but now God was his only hope. “If you get me out
of this, | will...” David can’t remember what he promised,
but all of a sudden, he was back on the surface and was
eventually rescued. God was soon forgotten.

Then, some years later, he was a pillion in a motorbike
accident that hurtled him almost thirty metres down a cliff. He
should have been dead then too, but again he pulled through.
More years passed, and David was driving home one night
along a country road at about 100km per hour, (that was the
speed limit in those days). Everything seemed normal until,
driving up a hill, he was suddenly faced with oncoming cars.
Two or three, he couldn’t tell how many, dashing towards
him across both lanes, drag racing over the hill. Without
thinking he swerved off the road and quickly swerved back
again once the cars had passed. He could hardly believe
that he was still alive. Because of the dark he slowly made
his way home, heart pounding and legs shaking. When he
arrived, he checked his car — not a scratch.

The incident gave him no peace, so the next day he returned
to the scene and saw something incredible: poles flanked
the road at short intervals, and only where he had left the
road was there a short stretch of grass beyond the poles.
Had'the incident happened a moment sooner or later, there
would have been no room at all to get off the road. How
had he missed those poles? David was certain that a
higher power had rescued him; however life went on and
soon enough the incident was forgotten.

It was not until a few years later that David found Christ and
trusted Him for eternal life. Only then did he realise that a
guardian angel must have protected him. Three times he
had been on the brink of slipping into Hell and is so grateful
that this did not happen. Every time he thinks about it, he
shudders — how easily a soul is lost! These days David
seeks every opportunity to tell others about the good news
of Christ, so that they too can escape an eternity of torment.

1 Hebrews 1:14 2Acts 13:48 2Acts 2:47 (All verses from NKJV)

go on to miscarry or the bleeding settles down and the pregnancy
continues normally.

If bleeding occurs in later pregnancy it may be due to other things
and should always have medical attention.

Recent studies have shown that miscarriages seem more
common in women who drink a lot of coffee. So if you are
pregnant, or thinking of it, reducing the amount of coffee you
drink is a good idea.

Presented by the

“Evans Street Surgery”
Inverell, NSW

© is applicable and we thank
them for the permission
given to us for the ability to
use their items.

Unfortunateley these Doctors will
be unable to answer any questions, but if you feel after reading their
items, that you need to seek medical attention, we suggest that you visit
your own medical Practitioner.
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