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Dedication
To Him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to
present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy.
To God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and forever. Amen.
Jude 1:24-25 NKJV

John 1:1

ANSWERS TO THE JOHN 1:1 DEBATE
Have you ever had Jehovah’s Witnesses come to your door wanting to give
you free Watchtower publications? We have, and they are usually very nice
people. Well-meaning and sincere, they put in many hours to tell others
about what they believe to be good news. Unfortunately, sincerity is not
enough. It does not prove that their teachings are correct.
So what is the main controversy? It centres on the claim of who Jesus is
and, by extension, on the correct translation of John 1:1. The New World
Translation of the Holy Scriptures (which is their in-house translation and
henceforth abbreviated as NWT), renders the first and most important
verse of the Gospel of John as follows:
“In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was a god.” NWT
Jehovah’s Witnesses therefore claim that ‘the Word’ does not refer to the
one and only God YHWH/Jehovah but to another, lesser god; a secondary
god who was created by Jehovah and is one with Him only in purpose.
Thus they claim two deities of different rank. Christians cannot agree with
this proposition because salvation hangs on the true identity of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The New World Bible version is certainly not correct in its
translation of John 1:1, and the following biblical and grammatical evidence
will verify this. Unless otherwise noted, verses are from the NKJV.

~ Biblical Evidence
God does not lie, and He does not contradict Himself. When He says, “You
shall have no other gods before me” in Exodus 20:3, He means it! God, being
true to Himself as the only potentate of the universe, is a jealous God and
would never tolerate another, lesser god beside Him. This is what He says:
“…you shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a
jealous God.” (Exodus 34:14)

The New World Translation omits His name and reads quite differently:
“You must not bow down to another god, for Jehovah is known for requiring
exclusive devotion. Yes, he is a God who requires exclusive devotion.” NWT
God repeats this directive in Exodus and Deuteronomy:
“You shall not bow down to them [other gods] nor serve them, for I, the LORD
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the
children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing
mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.”
(Exodus 20:5-6; the same is repeated in Deuteronomy 5:9-10)
This confirms that Jehovah God would certainly not acknowledge a lesser
god as a legitimate god, and yet He calls His Son ‘God’:
“But to the Son He says: "YOUR THRONE, O GOD, IS FOREVER AND EVER; A
SCEPTER OF RIGHTEOUSNESS IS THE SCEPTER OF YOUR KINGDOM.” (Hebrews1:8)
Again, the NWT is quite contrary, producing a very different meaning:
“But about the Son, he says: “God is your throne forever and ever, and the
scepter of your Kingdom is the scepter of uprightness.” NWT
For Jehovah God to call His Son ‘God,’ (which is the correct translation
according to grammatical evidence presented under the next heading), the
Son must be equally God and equal in power. This concept once again
indicates God to be ‘one in plurality,’ something that is difficult for us to
comprehend as it is a spiritual mystery. We simply believe it because God
has revealed it to us through MANY scriptures in His Holy Word. Hebrews
1:8 is not the only verse that shows God to be one in plurality.
At the very beginning of the Bible, we find an interesting statement where
God refers to himself as ‘us,’ (a plural identity) who created (in singular
verb form) the universe:
“In the beginning God [plural noun Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.”
(Genesis 1:1)
“Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on
the earth." (Genesis 1:26)

The same concept appears again in Isaiah where God says,
"Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?" (Isaiah 6:8)
Here Jehovah God actually uses the ‘I’ and ‘Us’ synonymously in the same
sentence, presenting the concept of ‘one God in plurality,’ i.e. a God who
exists in relationship with Himself. This is supported by the fact that the
Bible ascribes creation to both YHWH (Yahweh/ Jehovah) and Jesus;
YHWH in the Old Testament, and Jesus in the New:
CREATOR – YHWH (Yahweh/Jehovah)
“I am the LORD, your Holy One, The Creator of Israel, your King." (Isaiah 43:15)
“Have you not known? Have you not heard? The everlasting God, the LORD,
The Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary. His
understanding is unsearchable.” (Isaiah 40:28)
CREATOR – JESUS
“For by him [Jesus] all things were created, in the heavens and on the earth,
things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or dominions or
principalities or powers; all things have been created through him, and for him.
He is before all things, and in him all things are held together. He is the head of
the body, the assembly, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; that
in all things he might have the pre-eminence.” (Colossians 1:15-18)
We are told more than once that Jesus created the universe. In John’s
Gospel, for example, the apostle introduces his good news by stating that
‘the Word was God.’ Then John continues to identify this ‘Word’ with a male
person (in John 1:3) through whom all things were created. This statement
is repeated a little later in John 1:10-14 in a context that clearly points to
Jesus as being not only this male ‘Word’ but also the great creator of the
universe who came to live among men who were able to witness his glory:
“All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that
was made.” (John 1:3)
“He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did
not know Him. He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as
many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to
those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Word became flesh and

dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace [‘divine favour’ NWT] and truth.” (John 1:10-14)
Not only does the Bible ascribe creation to Jesus, it also ascribes to Him the
power to sustain His creation:
“…who, being the brightness [NWT: ‘reflection’] of His glory and the express
image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when
He had by Himself purged our sins [NWT: ‘had made a purification for our
sins’], sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become so
much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained a more excellent
name than they.” (Hebrews 1:3-4)
Who else but God could sit at the right hand of the Majesty on high? Note
that Jesus INHERITED a higher position than the angels. Angels are created
beings, but the pre-existent Jesus was never an angel (as the Jehovah’s
Witnesses claim).
But how can God sit next to God if there is only one God? This is possible
only if God is indeed one God existing in plurality, a concept described by
many scholars as ‘one Godhead including three persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit.’ If you would like to read more on this and see proof from the
Bible, you can download a free, short eBook titled Answers to the Trinity
Debate. Here is the link: www.biblicalpublications.org/ebooks.html (more
information in our resource section on page 73).

~ Grammatical Evidence
Not only do we have biblical evidence, we also have grammatical evidence
to refute the Watchtower translation of John 1:1. In everyday life, you may
not think much about grammar, but when you want to translate something
from one language to another without changing its meaning, grammar
becomes very important.
It is the last part of John 1:1, namely theos en ho logos, that is disputed by
Jehovah’s Witnesses who claim that a lack of the article ho in front of theos
should render this part of the sentence as the Word was a god (with a small g).
In order to find out whether this is correct, we need to consider grammar.
It is true that the Greek word theos (God) appears in different contexts and
is translated accordingly. It can (and usually does) refer to the Supreme
Being God as revealed in Scripture, but it can also refer to false ‘gods’ (e.g.

1 Corinthians 8:5) and even to the devil as the ‘god of this age’ (see 2 Cor.
4:4). It is also true that the Greek definite article ho (the) often precedes
theos, but it is likewise true that it does not always do so, depending on its
grammatical position. In fact, in John 1:1 it should NOT precede theos as
shown a little later.
First, let us look at a word-for-word translation from the Greek text:

Most English Bible translations read like this:
“In the beginning was the Word [or, the word already existed/was already
there] and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
(KJV, NKJV, NIRV, NIV, NLT, RV, WEB, Webster and others).
The last part of the sentence is turned around in English due to
grammatical indications as explained on the following page.
Looking at the above Greek/English translation, we can see at a glance that
the Greek theos occurs twice in this verse, and that the different endings of
theos and theon are simply inflections to indicate sentence structure. Both
times, the word occurs without the definite article, and grammatical rules
require that both theon and theos should be translated identically, i.e. ‘god’
or ‘God.’
The first occurrence (‘the Word was with God’) undoubtedly refers to the one
and only Almighty God. We find this rendering throughout the New
Testament to refer to the God of the universe, the YHWH (Jehovah) of the
Old Testament. There is therefore no plausible reason why the second

occurrence should be translated in a different manner such as ‘the Word was
god’ (with a small g to indicate a lesser god as the Jehovah’s Witnesses have
done), or even as ‘the Word was divine’. Both times theos clearly refers to the
same Jehovah God, even without a preceding definite article.
Since it is true that the definite article does in many cases precede theos
elsewhere in the Bible when referring to Jehovah God, we need to ask why
John choose NOT to include it here. The answer is surprisingly simple: for
the sake of good grammar!
The Greek language uses inflections, which are (typically) word endings
that change the form of a word to express a grammatical function or
attribute such as tense, mood, person, number, case and gender. One must
therefore look at noun endings to determine a subject.
In the latter part of John 1:1, however, we encounter two nouns with the
same endings (logos and theos). This could be confusing if not resolved by
placing a definite article only in front of the subject (‘Word’), which is
exactly what the apostle did to avoid misunderstanding. John made certain
his readers understood that he meant to say, ‘The Word was God’ (as it
appears in our English translations) rather than ‘God was the Word’ (as you
see it on page 70 in the Greek/English word for word translation which
does not consider grammatical structure).
Independent Greek scholars also agree that it is grammatically correct in
this particular sentence for theos to lack the article ho because theos here is
the predicate that precedes both the noun logos and the verb en. Hence they
are agreed that this verse should be translated “the Word was God” and the
Greek word order is changed accordingly in the English language.
In summary, we can say with certainty that the Bible identifies Jesus to be
the logos, the Word, the expression of God. We can also say that Jesus
existed in the beginning with God and that He was God. He spoke all
things into existence and even now holds all things together in Himself.
This clearly shows that He has always held all the power of God and that
His statement in John 10:30 is perfectly true. Jesus and His Father are ONE
in Godhead, not just one in purpose.

“I and (my/the) Father are one.”
(John 10:30)

Note: the word ‘my’ (and in other translations ‘the’) does not exist in the original
manuscripts and was added by the translators in order to complete the sentence.
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