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From the Editory Desk:

Forgetting the past is probably the hardest thing for each one of us to
do. In fact it can only really be done as we fully trust in the Lord to
cleanse us from all that is behind and to reveal to us how He has
strengthened us through the hard times. Naothing in this life is wasted
and as | have been known to say at times — “| never really learn
much unless | have a jolly good cry” At all times our Lord directs
these tears and oversees our healing by simply helping us to both
remember what is important and to forget or should | say ‘put behind’
us the things of our old nature. Our magazine this time is full of
testimonies, both happy and sad. Some good stories and helpful
teaching. It is our prayer that each of our readers will be blessed
abundantly as they read.

Due to our inability to get the fourth magazine out before Christmas,
there is a Christmas craft to do and Christmas recipes to make.

May you each have a blessed Christmas and a new year filled with
the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Wendy Davie — Editor-in-Chief

Letters

Hello to you all,

Thank you for the magazine which we
received recently. |, along with others at
Rokeby Gospel Chapel have enjoyed the
articles and found them helpful. Always
good to get new recipes too. | made the Caramel Hedgehog Slice
but used Malt-O-Milk biscuits in place of Marie (delicious), and for a
nice variation | have also made it with Ginger Nut biscuits which was
also well received. | took the slice to a family get together at our
daughter's place and the whole lot was wolfed down very quickly and
the recipe asked for! My daughter has since made it too.

Thank you again, | will be praying for you all.
With Love and Blessings in Him,

(> Book Review 03
O Testimony — Dianne Macrae
O My Constant Companion & Dearest Friend
e Thank you for the copies of ‘| Heard God Today, which | will share
(> Recipes yo! Y
around with much pleasure.
G\;) Acceptance And Rest Love in Christ
(> Dearest Daddyv I Loved You N.S.
(> InThe Garden & Little White Dress
(> Seeing Gods Purposes In The Pasi Dear Sisters,
(> Welcome to our Naturopathic Forum Just a little note to thank you for sending the magazines. We will use
O Testimony — Leanne Williams these among the sisters here as we get opportunity. May the Lord
(> God Has A Plan bless in the work.
(O A Christmas Craft Yours through rich grace,
(> My Talking Heads Revisited GG
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&  Understanding the Two Gods

The Heart Of A Woman

My Talking Heads

Jenny's Story

“My family and 1 had a wonderful childhood. Our relatives
were all Christians and the fellowship with others of the same
faith was beautiful: however the thing | remember the most
was my Dad’s faithful teaching of the Word of God, his
gentleness with us all and the fun we all had together. | loved
my Mum so dearly; she was quiet and supportive of each one
of us. Her cooking was never to be forgotten and she was
always hospitable to all who entered our home. Having come
from such a happy home, one would have thought that we
would all remain friends, sadly that was not to be the case and
we still struggle with relationships with our brothers and
sisters. It seems if we do not believe exactly as they do, then
we are not to be in contact with them. How lovely it would be
to forget all about the factions and enjoy their fellowship once
again.”

Sandra’s Story

My life was nothing like Jenny’s. Our family argued over
anything and everything. We all longed for peace and all
desired to be loved and fo love each other: however somehow
it never worked out. Our parents are now passed away and
we are many miles apart and still very much aware of the
differences of opinion that we each hold. | long to begin again
and to be able to say we are sormy for the past; and so enjoy a
true loving friendship between us’

Glenda'’s story

Jenny and Sandra at least had a family to call their own. |
grew up in an orphanage. | guess it wasn't all bad! | did leam
to look after myself and others, however to have a family of
any kind would be such a blessing. Unfortunately, there were
those who looked after us who were not always kind and in
fact were often cruel. | know it has affected me, especially in
the way | relate to others and the way | am able to trust them.
I wish | could allow my subconscious not to control my
marriage and friendships.”

Nicole’s story

“Hi, my name is Nicole. | prefer not to talk of my family, |
simply will say that these previous ladies had an easy life, |
understand they have their problems, but compared to some
of my heartaches they seem very minor to me. | grew up on
the streets. Mum was a prostitute, so it was a natural
progression that | too should become one. This did not take
place though till much later in my teens. Prior to that | was
raped by numbers of her customers and she seemed to either
have no ability to protect me, or unconsciously thought that
this was the norm; either way it happened. | do not remember
my Dad, just that | was told he was a one night stand and an
alcoholic. Many years now down the track, | have come to
know the Lord. | no longer live the life that | lived before —
drugs, sex and living on the streets are a thing of the past.
Unfortunately though, | still find they plague my memory. |
have prayed and prayed; others have prayed for me: | know
that | am forgiven, but somehow | find it so hard to forgive both
my mum and myself. | also think | find it hard to forgive the
men and now wonder if | can really understand why God
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allowed such hell in my life. | am grateful for my Father God,
who | know loves me, | thank Him for His Son, who died for
me: | love His Word and it is only when | listen to it on the CD
that peace enters my soul”

Anne’s story

“Nicole is my friend; she visits me in jail and suggested that |
should also talk with you. | was from a normal family and grew
up healthy and happy. | did well at school and had a strong
goal to eventually become a teacher. Unfortunately whilst in
high-school, | began mixing with the wrong crowd. Their
interests were hard rock music, drugs, sex and the occult: it all
seemed so atiractive to me and | willingly went along with all
that was expected of me. Me — Anne, the gently feminine
little ginl that once was, is now covered in tattoos and prior to
jail was covered in piercings. (They are not allowed in prison.)
Why am | here, because along with some friends we were told
that to honour our new found belief system, we were to kil
someone. We were so hipped up on drugs and the
preparations for it all; we willingly went out and did just that.
Now | am here for life. | have truly become a Christian, and
often feel a real closeness with the Apostie Paul; | can fully
understand as he did, that | am the worst of sinners. | too
know | am forgiven and have a real desire to minister to as
many inmates as possible. However | must admit; a memory
of the past and all my wickedness is still never far from my
thoughts. Thank God for His grace and forgiveness”

Becky'’s story

Whilst listening to the other ladies explaining their lives and the
things they found it hard to forget, Becky was gradually getting
visibly angry. In the end she could not hold herself back.

“There is no way that | could forgive or forget what happens in

this world. | know that if anyone touched my children or
grandchildren — well, | would just kill them. No way do they
deserve forgiveness: and | am sorry, but it would take a
miracle for me to be able to forget. It is hard enough watching
the news and seeing what others do to the elderly or other
people; and what makes me mad is that they just don't seem
to have any conscience about their lies and brutality. There is
not a day that goes by where | do not seem to sense anger,
bitterness or resentment in my heart, because the thing is that
it is always the innocent that seem to get hurt. No | can't see
that anyone can say there is a God — if there is, then how can
He allow all these dreadful things to happen? |'ve become
cynical, but for Anne’s sake | really hope what she says is true.
So many pretend to be Christians — some say they are;
however their lives don't add up. Do you know my old
neighbour, who has never hurt a soul, was attacked as she
pottered around in her garden! She ended up in hospital with
broken ribs and cuts and bruises to her face: but what seemed
so shocking was that the wretch who did it, also teok it upon
himself to rape her. Why would anyone want to rape a 76 year
old lady? No I just do not understand and have come to the
conclusion that there is no God!"

(These stories are not intended to be taken from anyone’s
personal life. If you find that they seem to match your life, be
assured that it is the Lord s leading and be reminded of just
how much He loves you and cares for you.)



Just like these ladies, each
and every one of us struggle
at some point in our lives to
forget the past or forgive
others, ourselves or God. The
children of Israel were no
different. In fact we are told in
1 Corinthians 10:11  (NIV)
“These things happened to
them as examples and were
written down as warnings
for us, on whom the
fulfilment of the ages has
come.” Over the past months of my preparation for this issue, the Lord
has had me reading from the first five books of the Old Testament. They
are called the books of the law — Genesis; Exodus; Leviticus; Numbers
and Deuteronomy. What a blessing it has been!

Genesis is all about the beginning and its first verse in fact reminds us
that — in the beginning was God. This Almighty, loving, relational God
created both Heaven and earth. He created all upon that earth. He
sustained it and still does. He knew mankind would listen to the lies of
Satan and would therefore be bound with a sin nature or a death
disease of the heart, that would need repair and renewal. So He also
planned to send His Son to redeem all those who would recognize their
fate and hopelessness and turn to Him for salvation. Genesis also talks
about the beginning of a special nation— a chosen people who were to
live in faith and obedience to God. It tells how this nation, because of
the death-diseased heart, also becomes bound and enslaved to Egypt.
They were a people without hope, without a way of escape, yet this
loving God, who had previously sent Joseph to ensure they received the
sustenance and protection needed, also watched as their lives became
more and more enslaved. It appeared to begin when Joseph and all
who knew and respected him had passed away, however by this time
Israel had become so accustomed to the wickedness of Egypt as a
nation, that they more often than not, were not only blinded to it, but also
delighted in following its ways.

Exodus tells how the Almighty God uses His servant Moses, to bring
them out of Egypt. The ten plagues were sent to show the futility of the
gods of Egypt and the mighty power of the One and only true God. In
spite of the experience of miracle after miracle— Israel still lusted after
those foreign gods and at times begged to be allowed to return.

Leviticus speaks of God taking Egypt out of Israel, that is their desire to
follow Egypt's wicked ways. God reveals in great depth the difference
between good and evil; holy and un-holy. It is within this book we
discover Moses teaching them

1. their way to God;

2. their walk with God;

3. their worship of God; and finally

4. their witness to God.
How sad it is to find that only Moses Aaron, Joshua and Caleb seemed
to eventually make that transition. All over 20 years of age were to die
in the wilderness.

In Numbers we read of Discipline; Direction; Discontent; Death and
Despair. It is only then, when after 40 years of wandering in the
wilderness, when all of the faithless generation had died; that God
begins speaking to the new generation— the generation of faith. From
this point on we are surprised to discover that God's wisdom reveals to
us, that we are to remember some things and yet we need also to
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forget and put behind us many other things. In three easy steps
Moses tells them what is on God's heart:

1. Recall the past

2. Redeem the present &

3. Review the future.

Deuteronomy is a book of History, Holiness, Heritage and the Hero.
Moses tells them clearly that the things to forget and put away are the
ways and gods — not only of Eqypt, but also of all the wicked nations
surrounding them. They were not even to enguire or look into what
these nations believed. The things to remember are the spiritual truths
they have been taught. The miraculous ways God had redeemed and
sustained them and finally how hopelessly lost they had been prior to
their_redemption. He gave blessings and curses and then stated
precisely and categorically that they should choose life and not death.

Do we struggle just like Israel did? Yes there is no doubt! Could it be
because we fail to recognize the difference between good and evil; holy
and un-holy; clean and un-clean? Is it because we tend to love the
world, our possessions and our sinful lives too much? Do we fail to
recognize that each one of us are to make that same choice— life or
death? Moment by moment, day by day?

Our friends in the talking heads segment give us the ability to meditate
on their thoughts, question our own and decide what we are to
remember and what we must forget and leave in the past. They all
came from different lives, but each and every one of them has a need to
remember something and to forget; maybe forgive, but certainly put
behind them other things.

Paul, who called himself the worst of sinners— for he well remembered
how he murdered good people, his anger and self-importance, could
truthfully say in Philippians 3:13,14 (NIV) “Brothers, I do not consider
myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing | do: Forgetting
what is behind and straining towards what is ahead, | press on
fowards the goal to win the prize for which God has called me
heavenwards in Christ Jesus.”

How wonderful that we, like the Israelites and Paul, are brought out of
slavery by the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ — God 's
Holy Son. We are taught the truths of faith and obedience in the Word
of God and we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to live for Him:
however the most blessed of all is that we are filled completely with the
love of Christ. 2 Corinthians 5:14,15 (NASB) says “For the love of
Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all,
therefore all died; and He died for all, that they who live should no
longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on
their behalf.

Let us hold His love close to our hearts and souls and in doing so, not
only will we spread His love abroad to all those we meet, but we will be
guided by His Holy Spirit in forgiveness, forgettlng what we need to and
in remembering what we should. .

May our Lord bless you all as you read.

By
R Wendy Davie
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Salvation

He had to come as He came — miraculously conceived by being born of a virgin
To be what He is — Perfect; un-inhabited by sin; inhabited by God.
He had to be what He was
To do what He did — lay down His life for many.
He had to do what He did
That we might have (as forgiven sinners) through the Holy Spirit;
What He is — “Life”
You have to have what He is — Life
10 be what He was — “Perfect”
That in the measure of your availability to Him

You may let Him be now — What He is.
That is “Salvation”

That is Jesus Christ

NB: - “Dont let the devil rob Christ of His Inheritance in you”

By Major lan Thomas

Paul had been a Christian now for some years — he was involved in
his second missionary journey and had travelled with others through
different areas of Europe — Philippi; Thessalonica; Berea and now
he had gone on alone to Athens. Whilst waiting for Silas and
Timothy, he found himself wandering around watching the lifestyles
of the people of Athens. They took great pride in their intelligence
and spent a large part of their lives discussing new
and different things. They had a special area

called Mars' Hill, where they were prone to gather
and always encouraged many to join in with their
belief and studies. As Paul wandered around

amongst the locals, the Spirit of the Lord began to
really break his heart. There was such idolatry; in
fact the numerous gods that were worshipped were
beyond belief. He went first to the synagogue and
tried to convince the Jews of the wickedness they
lived amongst, but they were so much a part of it
also, that they refused to listen. He tried to discuss
his concerns with the devout persons within the market place,
however that also brought no result. There was though some

philosophers of the Epicureans, (they were lovers of pleasure — they
did not really believe in any god except themselves and their own
self-indulgence); and some Stoics, (whose belief involved gods, but
they were very humanistic — looking for harmony, striving to master
themselves with nature by an act of self-will). Together they had

been listening to him, now some thought Paul was simply babbling,
whilst others thought he seemed to be inviting them to open their
minds to a new religion — they simply did not understand his
preaching of Jesus and the resurrection. Therefore they took him
with them to the Areopagus, on Mars' Hill and encouraged him to
speak more openly to them.

Inspired by God, Paul stood in the middle of them all and began
speaking with great earnestness. “Men of Athens, | commend you,
for | can see that you are a very religious people. As | passed by
where you held your devotions, | found an inscription which read —
TO THE UNKNOWN GOD'. You have been worshipping the One
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and Only True God, without knowing Him and so therefore | would
like to make Him known to you. He is the Almighty God, the One
Who made the world and everything in it. He is Lord of heaven and
earth, and does not dwell in temples which are made with hands.
Neither is He worshipped with men's hands — we cannot carve His
features, for no man has seen Him. However He gives us all life,
breath and indeed everything. At the
beginning of creation, God made all mankind
from one blood, so that all nations that dwell
on the face of the earth, belong fo Him. He
determines our times, our nationalities and
where we live. This is so in order that all will
desire to seek the Lord, searching Him out to
find the peace and love that was meant for
each one of us in the beginning. In fact, if we
only realized it, He is not far from every one
of us. Take note that in Him we live and
move and have our being, remember your
poets have already expressed this fact to you, expressing that each
one of us are the children of God. Now if this is truly the case, which
it is, we shouldn't think that the Godhead is like gold, silver or stone.
Something to be carved by the art of man's device. If this was the
case, then we too, as His children, should be made of the same
products. How foolish this thought is! Now in your times of
ignorance God overlooked your sin, but now we all know the truth,
He commands that all men everywhere are to repent. Take special
note that He has appointed a day of judgement and who will do the
judging? Why it will be His Son Whom He ordained to die for each
one of us and then be raised from the dead.”

They had listened quietly all this time, but when Paul mentioned the
resurrection of the dead, some mocked, whilst others who truly were
interested asked him to return and speak with them again. There
were some men and women though who believed immediately and
to Paul's delight they joined their group of believers.

(Summary of Acts 17:16-34)



CG:  Hello, Gibbons.

W: Chris Gibbons? CB:

CG:  Speaking.

W: Hi. Apparently you people are very interested in Satanism. W:

CB:  We have an interest, yes. CB:

W: You do. What is it that you really want to know about it? W:

CB:  Why..Why are you calling? Why be...why are you asking
me this? CB:

W; Right. We've been following the programme very carefully W:
and weve basically found it very amusing — how all the CB:
Christians believe that they have the power to actually
exorcise Satan. Basically we believe that they dorit really
know what they are talking about due to the fact that they're
in exactly the same boat as us anyway. W:

CB:  Are you a practicing Satanist?

W: Well. | do have enough knowledge to be
speaking to you, should | put it that way.

CB:  Let me put the question fo you again. Are
you a practicing Satanist?

W We do have a group that are practicing
Satanists, yes.

CB:  Now, what about some of the allegations
that, uh, have been made against
practicing Satanists such as the sacrifice
aspect, the sexual aspect and that kind of
thing?

W That s true.

CB:  You do sacrifice?

W: Satanists do sacrifice, yes.

CB:  What do you sacrifice?

W: It depends on the occasion, I'd say, but basically what we're
trying to put forward is that everybody is a Satanist one way CB:
or the other. The governments and all the churches have
joined in merely by going to war against each other — that
is also a sacrifice, which Satan enjoys. W:

CB:  Let me put the question to you again — what do you
sacrifice?

W: What do we sacrifice? As | said it depends entirely on the CB:
ritual. If you could put a ritual forward to me | could give Ww:
you an example. CB:

CB:  Can you describe the kind of rituals that you undertake, W:
their purpose.

W: The purpose for them is direct power and there is no bigger CB:
power than in blood. Blood force is the power. Blood is W:
power. Blood is life. CB:

CB:  Have you ever committed a human sacrifice?

W: [, myself?

CB:  Yes. W:

W: | might have viewed one, but | myself don't commit
anything. There's a difference between leaders and
followers!

CB:  Are you a leader or a follower?

W: I would say | am a leader. CB:

CB:  And do the leaders practice the sacrifice or the followers?

W: The leaders merely allow the followers to do as their own W
heart's desire is and basically mankind's desire today is to
kill and it has been inbred in him in many ways and that is CB:
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Radio Talkwack - urnan South Alriga

Interview June 14th, 1990 — Radio 702 By Chris Gibbons

how Satan has actually taken hold of mankind.

But now, surely the practice of sacrifice, of killing anything

is against the wishes of the person or creature.

Not necessarily.

Have you yourself ever witnessed a human being killed?

Well, our children do every day, merely when they put their

television on.

That wasn't the question | asked you.

(laughs) You're very shrewd.

Let me ask you another question — the relationship

between Satanism and the rest of organized religion is

defined as evil against good — Satanism is supposed to be
evil and everything else is supposed to be good.

Well basically there is only one opposing organization and

the rest of the world is following Satan anyway, they just

don't realise they are.

CB:  What do you define as Satanism — the
worship of the Devil?

W: It's basically a totally open worship
without any excuse.

CB:  Without any excuse for what?

W:  To cover up for what mankind really
wants and has declined to choose
anyway.

CB:  You're saying that mankind is basically
evil and therefore should just be left to
get on with it!

W: No, there is going to be a big war very
soon, were aware of that. There are
only two forces in the universe, but

mankind already made his decision a long time ago.

We've also had suggestions made to us that if psople get

involved with Satanism and then wish to leave it you put,

shall we say, pressure on then not to leave it.

No we dorit. Theyve basically opened themselves to the

demons that Satan has working on earth and the demons

put pressure on them — not us.

So you're saying that uh demons will sort them out.

They always do.

What is a demon in fact?

A demon is one of the angels that work with Satan, that

opposed right from the beginning.

One of the angels that fell from grace?

That's it.

Do you not worry — and here | put it into a Christian context

— do you not worry that by following the Devil your soul will

be cast into eternal damnation?

Everybody dies anyway, the soul is not immortal, that is

where man is totally misled in the first place. You have one

lifetime in which to choose and you either choose
materialistic gain or spiritual gain and anybody who
chooses materialistic gain has already made his choice.

What about people who choose spiritual gain, what

happens to them?

Well, that they know about — we're obviously not interested

in that or else we wouldn’t do what we do.

Isn't it a short- term gain?



CB:

CB:

CB:

CB:

CB:

CB:
CB:

CB:

CB:

CB:

CB:
CB:
CB:

CB:

CB:
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Well, that's a personal choice, everyone has a free will. You
either have a good life or you have a lousy life.

What's your life like?

I'm pretty content.

What can you tell me? What are you allowed to tell me
about the kind of rituals that you practice?

Nothing.

Why is that if it' s an open religion?

Because everybody knows anyway, youve been discussing
it all the time, so why should | confirm what everybody
knows and everybody agrees or else they wouldrit condone
the kind of entertainment they enjoy.

Do you use drugs during the rituals?

Most people do today.

And again we come back to the aspect of sacrifice. What
about sex, does that play a part of the rituals?

Very much so.

How did you get involved in it? Can | ask you that?

How did | get involved in it?

Yes, how did you start?

With astrology.

Yes...

And the one leads to the other, depends on how powerful
you want to become | suppose.

How powerful are you?

(laughs) | can't say.

But you tell me you're a leader of one of the Satanic —is it
a coven — is that the right word?

No, it's a very big group that's running a lot.

Now, | don’'t know where you're calling from.

No, you don't.

Is it in what we call '702 land the PHV area?

That's correct.

Is Satanism very wide-spread in this part of South Africa?
It's everywhere.

Is there any way of knowing that your neighbour is involved
init or not?

Well, we all know each other.

I mean, if | look over my garden fence, would | be able to tell
that my neighbour is or is not a Satanist?

It depends on what way they show their Satanism, merely
by being neutral a person is a Satanist. This is what | am

CB:
W.

CB:

CB:

CB:

trying to explain to you. Satan has got everybody who is
neutral, there is no such thing as neutrality, you either are or
your aren't —it's that simple and the only way you can't be
is by being a total worshipper of the original Creator, which
only one sect on earth is any way.

Which sect is that?

| can't say, they know who they are.

Why all this secrecy?

Why all the secrecy? Well, why all the secrecy?
Uhm...Wouldn't you say that the Biblical Scriptures are fairly
secret?

Not at all. I can go into a shop and buy a Bible and open it
at any page | choose.

Would you say that you have total understanding of it
though?

No, not at all.

Exactly. Anyway that's all | can say, that basically the
reason | phoned is to basically let you know that whoever is
truly interested should know that just about everybody on
earth today is a Satanist anyway, one way or another, it just
depends on how you want to worship him. There are many
ways of doing it, you can worship him through making a god
of your money, you can worship him by doing sacrifices, you
can worship him by being promiscuous, so people don't
realize how powerful he really is, it's just that simple.

At that we'll leave it.

Thank you

Thank you for calling.

Bye.

Throughout history all of the great philosophies have opposed the teachings of Christianity:

Greece said, “Be wise, “know yourself!™”
Rome said, “Be strong, “ discipline yourself!””
Religion says, “Be good, “conform yourself!””

Epicureanism says, “Be sensuous, “enjoy yourself!’
Education says, “Be resourceful, “expand yourself!™”
Asceticism says, “Be lowly, “suppress yourself!™”
Psychology says, “Be confident, “assert yourself!™
Materialism says, “Be satisfied, “please yourself!”™”
Pride says, “Be superior, “promote yourself!””
Humanism says, “Be capable, “believe in yourself!””
Legalism says, “‘Be pious, “limit yourself!™”
Philanthropy says, “Be generous, “release yourself!””
Jesus says, “Be a servant of God, “SERVE OTHERS!””

Author Unknown
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Satan called a worldwide convention of demons. In his opening address he
said, “We can't keep Christians from going to church. We can't keep them
from reading their Bibles and knowing the truth. We can't even keep them
from forming an intimate relationship with their Saviour. Once they gain
that connection with Jesus, our power over them is broken. So let them go
to their churches; let them have their covered dish dinners, BUT steal their
time, so they don't have time to develop a relationship with Jesus Christ
This is what | want you to do; said the devil:“ Distract them from gaining
hold of their Saviour and maintaining that vital connection throughout their
day!”” "How shall we do this?" his demons shouted. “ Keep them busy in
the non-essentials of life and invent innumerable schemes to occupy their
minds,” he answered. “ Tempt them to spend, spend, spend, and bomow,
borrow, borrow. Persuade the wives to go to work for long hours and the
husbands to work 6-7 days each week, 10-12 hours a day, so they can
afford their empty lifestyles. Keep them from spending time with their
children. As their families fragment, soon, their homes will offer no escape
from the pressures of work! Over-stimulate their minds so that they cannot
hear that still, small voice. Entice them to play the radio or cassette player
whenever they drive. To keep the TV, VCR, CDs and their PCs going
constantly in their home and see to it that every store and restaurant in the
world plays non-biblical music constantly. This will jam their minds and
break that union with Christ. Fill the coffee tables with magazines and
newspapers. Pound their minds with the news 24 hours a day. Invade
their driving moments with billboards. Flood their mailboxes with junk mail,
mail order catalogues, sweepstakes, and every kind of newsletter and
promotional offering free products, services and false hopes.. Keep skinny,
beautiful models on the magazines and TV so their husbands will believe
that outward beauty is what's important, and they’ll become dissatisfied with

their wives. Keep the wives too tired to love their husbands at night. Give
them headaches too! If they don't give their husbands the love they need,
they will begin to look elsewhere. That will fragment their families quickly!
Give them Santa Claus to distract them from teaching their children the real
meaning of Christmas. Give them an Easter bunny so they won't talk about
his resurrection and power over sin and death. Even in their recreation, let
them be excessive. Have them retumn from their recreation exhausted.
Keep them too busy to go out in nature and reflect on God's creation. Send
them to amusement parks, sporting events, plays, concerts, and movies
instead. Keep them busy, busy, and busy! And when they meet for
spiritual fellowship, involve them in gossip and small talk so that they leave
with troubled consciences. Crowd their lives with so many good causes
they have no time to seek power from Jesus. Soon they will be working in
their own strength, sacrificing their health and family for the good of the
cause. It will work! It will work!”

Itwas quite a plan! The demons went eagerly to their assignments causing
Christians everywhere to get busier and more rushed, going here and
there. Having little time for their God or their families! Having no time to
tell others about the power of Jesus to change lives! | guess the question

Does "BUSY" mean: B-eing U-nder S-atan's Y-oke?

Thankyou to Heather Driver
for sending us this piece taken from the intemet.
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The Source of Truth

Where can we look to discover just what is truth?

Some look for it within themselves, they believe their own reasoning, or emotions and claim them as sufficient guides.

Some look for it among themselves, They ask advice from friends, or trust their own experiences or claim the special
teaching of some who take their fancy.

Some look for it beyond themselves, They believe that the truth has to be greater than our own limited ability as men and
women to understand. Therefore it requires God or a supernatural power. They can look to special revelations given to
them. They can look to a guiding power to speak to them or to help them write things down.

We are told that there is Beetroot Truth & Bus Truth
Beetroot Truth = This is a truth based on our own personal likes and dislikes — (You either like beetroot or not.)
Bus Truth = If I walk out onto the road in front of a moving bus —

I WILL BE KNOCKED DOWN AND PROBABLY KILLED.

When searching for absolute truth it is imperative that we look to Someone or Something far greater than our own
understanding. The Someone has to be God and the Something has to be His Word. It is inspired by Him and has been
written in all 66 books by Prophets, the Apostles and by Jesus Christ Himself. The same theme runs throughout the
Scriptures covering all books. Over 40 different writers were used covering a span of 1500 years. Its truth is seen when
we read through the Psalms and discover so many prophecies of the death, burial and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Bible is the only safe yardstick we have to discern just what is truth.
“A Bus Truth” — this is the only source of truth.

Dear Friend, it is not safe to base your belief system on anything else.
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Jesus a Man of History

Historians down through the ages have never denied the reality of
Jesus as a man. The writings of the Jewish people show Him to be
the son of Mary and Joseph. Flavious Josephus (born AD 37), a
Jewish historian, said of Him. “At this time there was a wise man
who was called Jesus. And his conduct was good, and (He) was
known to be virtuous. And many people from among the Jews and
the other nations became his disciples. Pilate condemned Him to be
crucified and to die. And those who had become His disciples did
not abandon His discipleship. They reported that He had appeared
to them three days after his crucifixion and that He was alive;
accordingly, He was perhaps the Messiah concerning whom the
prophets have recounted wonders.”

The Encyclopaedia Britannica uses 20,000 words in describing this
person, Jesus. His description took more space than was given to
Aristotle, Cicero, Alexander, Julius Caesar, Buddha, Confucius,
Mohammed or Napoleon Bonaparte. Concerning the testimony of
the many independent secular accounts of Jesus of Nazareth, it
records: “These independent accounts prove that in ancient times
even the opponents of Christianity never doubted the historicity of
Jesus, which was disputed for the first time and on inadequate
grounds by several authors at the end of the 18th, during the 19th,
and at the beginning of the 20th centuries.”

Ry e ayd 3‘11‘5 51“'-3“’
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The more you look, the more mini pictures you will find!

Prophecy Fulfilment

HIS BIRTH

a. Born of a Virgin Isaiah 7:14 Matthew 1:18-25

b. Born of the House of David Jeremiah 23:5 Matthew 1:1

c. Born in Bethlehem Micah 5:2 Matthew 2:1

d. The killing of children by Herod Jeremiah 31:15 Matthew 2:16

HIS DEATH

a. Betrayed by a friend Psalm 41:9 Matthew 26:49-50

b. Betrayal price Zechariah 11:12, 13 Matthew 26:15, 27:3-9

¢. Scourged, spat upon & mocked Isaiah 50:6; 53:5; Matthew 27:26, 26:67,
Psalm 22:7 & 8 Matthew 27:39-44

d. Crucified Psalm 22:16; Luke 23:33 and Mark 15:24
Isaiah 53:12

HIS RESURRECTION

a. Buried in a rich mank tomb Isaiah 53:9 Matthew 27:57-60

b. Raised from the dead Psalm 16:10 1 Corinthians 15: 3,4
Unfulfilled Prophecy

1. Jesustoming again Zechariah 12:10

2. The New Heaven and earth
3. The Judgement

Revelation 1:7
Revelation 21: 1-5
Revelation 20; 11-15
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Moments With Meliss “jf

Never give in! Never give up!

Recently | have undertaken an in-depth
study on the Armour of God. This was
timely and very refreshing for me as | was
getting constantly bogged down with guilt
and self-esteem problems. (My defence
was weak!) | recognized that | was being
attacked by Satan, but | didn't have the
energy to deal with it. | put up with the
lies, doubts and sense of worthlessness
for a period of two months before 1 finally
said “enough is enough! " God was waiting
for me to call on Him for help, but |
stubbornly thought,“ | can deal with this”
During that period of time | found it hard to
get into my Bible and praying just seemed
to desert me. Satan was having a field
day!

It was on my mind for a couple of months
beforehand to do a study on the Armour of
God, but | kept putting it off. God was
trying to get through to me to take notice
and obey His will, knowing | was to come
under attack. If | obeyed His leading and
studied as He was telling me, | would have
been prepared for this recent onslaught.
Instead | paid the consequences of not
following Him and suffered unnecessary
torment, for two months!

In Ezekiel 28:11-19, we find out a bit about
Satan. The Bible says he is perfect in
beauty, wisdom and splendour. On top of
all this he is a musician and singer. He
was perfect and blameless in his ways
until pride entered his heart. He was the
cherub in charge (under God of course),
but this wasn't enough. He wanted to be
God! (Isaiah 14:12-17)

We get so caught up with how the world
portrays Satan, (little guy running around
with a pitch fork), that we forget that he is
beautiful and enticing. Would you follow
something that's ugly? He uses his beauty
and alluring words to deceive the world.
He is the master at deceit, the ultimate liar!

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in
his mighty power. Put on the full
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armour of God so that you can take
your stand against the devil's
schemes” Ephesians 6:10, 11

Paul instructs us to put on the full armour,
not just our favourite pieces, as | was
doing. When | read through Ephesians
6:10-18, two pieces of armour stood out to
me. Pieces | had neglected that needed
serious fixing and fast! The first was the
belt of truth and the second the shield of
faith. No wonder Satan was having a field
day! With no shield in place and truth an
elusive idea!

What is truth? We read in John 18:38,
Pilate asked this question rather
sarcastically, but how do we find truth in a
world full of deceit and lies?

In John 14:6 Jesus says, “I am the way
and the TRUTH and the life.” So who is
Jesus? He is the promised Messiah! The
One God tells us of all through the Bible.
God laid down his reputation and integrity
in the Old Testament by speaking of this
Promised One that was to come.
Ultimately God’s Word became truth when
Jesus came and fulfilled over 300 specific
prophecies in His first coming. Now this is
truth! The Word as John calls Jesus in his
Gospel became flesh and dwelt among us.
The definition of truth | like best is,” When
the Word and the Deed become one’.

The Bible is absolute truth. God has
already demonstrated this, by fulfilling
prophecy and telling us history in advance,
the end from the beginning. But how do
we find truth in this world apart from God's
Word? How can we know that what we
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hear, see and read is truth when Satan is
busy deceiving everyone? How we view
the world drives the way we live. We need
to be diligent and find out the truth about
God, history, current events and the
purpose for living. Remember, Satan is
the master deceiver! We won't find truth
on the six o'clock news! We need to dig
deeper and find out and compare what we
are told with what God says. This leads
me to the second piece of armour, the
shield of faith.

“Now faith is being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not
see” Hebrews 11:1

By this standard my faith was at rock
bottom. At the time | wasn't sure or
certain of anything! | needed to do major
repairs on my shield and fast!

If like me you have any doubts, problems,
questions or something in God's Word you
don’t understand, fixit! Don't let it become
too big and give Satan a chance to attack.
Pray about it, ask questions, do your
homework and read your Bible.

“Consequently, faith comes from
hearing the message, and the message
is heard through the word of Christ”

Romans 10:17

| hope this encourages you not to give up
and give in, but to stand and fight in God's
mighty power!

By
Melissa Walmsley
| S 4
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& Choose You This Day Whom You Will Serve
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By the grace of God and the love and caring of some very
special friends we had a wonderful holiday. | sat on the
wooden steps staring out to sea; the waves lapped at the
lower edge of the steps, the wind blowing on my face was a
little salty. A new year, new beginnings what was in the
future? “Lord You and | need to talk about some serious
stuff.”

The tide was nearly full — then as | looked up along the
sand | saw it — a solid log about my size tossing, rolling
back and forth with the tide — no control — no rhyme or
rhythm. | looked in wonder at that log for a length of time,
and then | looked out over the sea, a little rough just then,
although if we walked out into that rough sea; | knew in my
heart that we could sink or keep afloat. We have a choice
we could be like my log tossed and buffeted in the storms of
life without an anchor or guide or lifeboat.

Jesus Christ is our Captain in life, we need to listen and
hear Him. He can touch our lives in so many beautiful and
wondrous ways if we but listen and see. The Lord
reminded me of some special words by Fanny Crosby that |
learnt many years ago in Church.

]< @ U\W )

All the way my Saviour leads me;
What have | to ask beside?

Can | doubt His tender mercy,
Who through life has been my guide?
Heavenly peace, divinest comfort,
Here by faith in Him to dwell!

For | know what're befall me,
Jesus doeth all things well.

All the way my Saviour leads me,
Cheers each winding path | tread,
Gives me grace for every frail,
Feeds me with the living bread.
Though my weary steps may falter,
And my soul a-thirst may be,
Gushing from the rock before me,
Lo! Aspring of joy | see.

All the way my Saviour leads me,
0 the fullness of His love!
Perfect rest to me is promised
In my Fathers house above.
When my spirit, clothed, immortal,
Wings its flight to realms of day,
This, my song through endless ages:
Jesus led me all the way!

Mission Praise 22
Church Copyright Licence No 54220 By

Israel struggles to stay ’@ﬁ@@it

There was a silence within the camp and a depression so
deep hung over lIsrael that Joshua felt its heaviness
surrounding him wherever he walked— Moses had gone
up into the mountain and died. What was Joshua to do
now — in fact what were they all going to do? He had
begun to realize some time ago now, that they had all
placed Moses on a pedestal; almost in the place that God
should have been. Instead of talking to God, they talked
to Moses. They depended on him, followed him and
obeyed everything he said to do. These thoughts ran
through his mind as he walked by the river Jordan. He
knew they would do what Moses had said, but somehow
it all seemed too much and the npossibilities of
accomplishing them overwhelmed him. He leant against
an old olive tree and his eyes wandered over the beauty
that surrounded him. It was then God's voice spoke with
great authority. “/was with Moses, I will be with you; I will
not fail you, nor will | leave you. So be strong and have
good courage for you will divide the land as an
inheritance for this people as | swore to their fathers |
would give them. However you have to be strong and
very courageous, and make sure that you all observe all
the law which Moses gave you. Don't tumn to the right or
the left. Keep on the correct and obedient path. That
way the book of the law will never leave your thoughts or
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words, you will meditate on it, obey it and in doing so you
will always prosper and have great success. Am not | the
One who has told you to do so? So be strong and have
good courage; don't be afraid, neither allow yourself to
become overwhelmed, because | am the Lord your God
and | will be with you wherever you go.”

Just hearing God's voice in his heart was enough and
Joshua stepped up to the place of command. He
encouraged lIsrael and immediately sent out spies to
make sure they would be walking in the path the Lord
had for them. The spies met Rahab and came back full
of praise and enthusiasm. Truly the Lord had already
placed a real fear in the hearts of their enemies and they
felt sure of complete success. The peace that Joshua felt
was amazing; never before had he known what it meant
to walk and talk with the Lord; to have Him guide his
every thought and deed. Quietly he called the elders
together and laid out their plans. “The Almighty God has
told me what we are to do. We will take all our fighting
men and camp outside Jericho in full view of all who
dwell there. From the first day we will practice a fast of
silence; we are not to speak or shout or make any
banging noises. Every day for six days we will march
around the whole wall of the city, we will be in order with

11

Priscilla Gaston
A



armed men in front of the seven priests
with the ram's horns. Following them
will be the priests carrying the Ark of
the Covenant and then the rest of our
fighting men. On the seventh day we
will march in the same order and
fashion, only this day we will march
around seven times.  When the
command is made our fast of silence is
over, it is then that the seven priests carrying the seven ram's horns
will blow on them with a long blast, you are to shout out as loudly as
you can and as you do God will cause the great wall to fall flat. Now
make sure that nothing of this wicked city is taken. No gold, jewels,
animals or people except Rahab and her father's household.
Remember that this city and all the inhabitants are cursed and it is
God's will that it will be totally destroyed."!

The battle was over and everything had gone as planned. They
knew already the difference between holy and un-holy. They were
the chosen people of God and they knew it was not because they
were any better than anyone else, but because of the wickedness of
the other nations and God's faithful promises to their forefathers. Still
as they marched home, they could not help but feel elated. The
whole nation seemed on a spiritual high and it was then that the
wicked one began to sow the seed of pride in their hearts.

Joshua sent out more spies, this time towards Ai. Both he and the
whole of Israel felt sure of success and when the spies returned with
excitement saying “look we only need to send two or three thousand
fighting men up there, after all there is only a few of them and the
way God uses us — no worries, it will all be over in no time!”
Unbeknown to Joshua, the relationship God wanted with him was a
continual walk and a continual conversation over all their plans. He
had neglected to recognize the enemy's seed of pride in his own
heart and had failed to immediately go back to the Lord in prayer over
the previous battle. Because he didn’t do so, he quickly agreed only
to be devastated by the failure to overcome Ai and to see thirty six of
his men killed. He tore his clothes and fell to the earth in prayer. In
self-pity he thumped his chest as he cried out to the Lord. “/ don't
understand Lord, why did You bring us over the Jordan, was it to
deliver us to our enemies? Is that what You really want— to destroy
us? | wish we had been content fo stay on the other side. Lord what
will | say now when Israel begins to tum their backs and run away

hear of this and they will surround us and kil us all, no one will
remember we even existed and then what will become of your great
name?"2 At this the Lord answered and the very sound of His voice
brought stiliness to Joshua'’s troubled heart, “Get up from the ground
and don't lie on your face in self-pity. You are totally unaware that
there is sin in the camp. Israel has sinned and broken our
agreement. Someone has taken some of the accursed things; yes
they have stolen them from me and put them among their own things.
That is why Israel could not win the battle against Ai. Get up, set
yourselves apart for me again, wash your clothes and bodies and
while you're doing so make sure your own hearts have been
cleansed also. In the morning bring each tribe and family before me
and | will show you clearly which one has done this wicked thing. 3

Joshua was shocked; of course he had no idea and with righteous
fury he set about to put all in order. However a strange thing was
happening, as he and the rest of the nation began the cleansing
process, their thoughts wandered over all that had happened. They
too were not without fault. “Oh Lord,” he cried, “/ tended to think
proudly about the winning of the battle of Jericho. | know You really
fought and won that battle. We were simply being obedient. You
could have wiped them out without us, but You wanted us to leam
how to walk in obedience and to understand just how holy You are —
Lord I have failed You too. Yes someone took items we were told not
to take, but | think each one of us tended to take some of Your glory
too. Oh Lord, humble me, humble us, make us clean before Your
hely face. Lord forgive me for my wicked prayer. How dare | think
that Your Holy Name will be lost with the annihilation of Israel.”

Sure enough Achan was discovered to be the culprit and in sadness
and obedience they stoned him, his family and all his animals. They
took them outside the camp to do so and burned them to a cinder as
they had been told, but their humble hearts told them that they too
deserved the same fate — the disease of the heart was still there and
it was obviously going to be an on-going struggle. “Lord”, Joshua
sighed, “please help me to walk in Your presence and to talk with
You constantly.” As he prayed God told him what to do about Ai and
as they obeyed so the battle was won. Only this time when they
returned it was with a more humble heart. They still knew the wonder
of a spiritual high; but with it came the beauty of prayerful and humble
hearts, for truly they had begun to know the One and Only true God.

tJoshua 1:5-9; 2 Joshua 7: 7-9; 3Joshua 7: 10-15
(All references have been paraphrased.)

from their enemies instead of fighting? You know all our enemies will By Ruth-Marie
A A
i r ‘ L] L} ' ‘ .
Out of Control Laid Aside
By Barbara Holmes By Doris A Rulton
“Qut of control; ran the headline in the magazine, A pathway lies before you
“Rage, wild rage,” — bad behaviour going to extreme, A path as yet unknown;
“Bad manners, “no respect, — we hear it every day, But rest assured dear sister
As people turn their backs on God and follow their own way. Your way is not alone.
They've removed the ancient landmark that their fathers set, The Saviour treads it with you
Preferring their own troubled way — God's precious Word neglect; Each step and every hour;
The result is not a pleasant one, as we can plainly see, His loving arms around you
If things continue as they are, the worse it's going to be, Your daily strength and power!
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, We also have a part to play
We find these words written in His precious Word, A constant stream of prayer;
So, if we would be blessed there's but one thing to do, Assured our precious Saviour
And the way is quite plain both to me and to you. Will hold you in His care.
b A | 8 A
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Now the victories of Israel over their neighbouring nations frightened all
those next in line. Gibeon was a town such as this and they too had
heard of the Almighty Ged who had brought His people out of Egypt
and had given them all the land. They knew that if they did not do
something fast, just like Jericho and Ai, they would no longer exist.
Their fear of this God however did not provoke them to prepare for war,
nor to repent of their evil ways, instead they had a plan. They
pretended they were ambassadors from a far country and to make sure
the Israelites were convinced they spent some time in preparation.
They baked bread and allowed it to go stale and mouldy. They covered
their wine skins in old and tattered ones. Their clothing was torn and
raggedy and they wore patched shoes on their feet.

By the time they arrived at the camp of Israel, they really looked the
part; with dirty faces and tired looks they asked to speak with the elders
of the camp. Joshua and the other leaders never even hesitated. Just
like most of us they felt sorry for these poor travellers and set about to
make them more comfortable.

“Sirs,” the Hivites from Gibeon said, “we have come from a far country
— see our clothes and food. They were fresh when we left, but now
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they are wasted. May we live among you, please make an agreement
with us that we can live peaceably with you? We have heard of the
name of the Lord your God and what He did in Egypt and with all the
wicked kings as you passed through. We believe in Him, so please say
yes, it has been such a long journey?”

Once again Satan knew the weaknesses of Israel and instead of being
obedient to the Lord, they foolishly neglected to ask God's wisdom and
fell for the story — quickly making an agreement with their enemies.
The choice was made — the die had been cast and the Hivites were
allowed to stay, however they became a thorn in the fiesh from then on.
When Israel found out about the deceit they then sought the Lord’s
guidance, but because the agreement was made in the name of the
Lord, the Hivites from Gibeon could not be killed and so they were
made slaves to cut wood and carry water.

Unfortunately as the years progressed it wasn't long before the children
of Israel intermarried with them and began to take on their evil ways; for
they had forgotten that when they made the choice to follow the Lord,
they were to remember to lean upon His guidance in all aspects of their
lives and to turn away from all foreign gods.

9can't forget my past! You've got no idea what it's like. There are
things there that even | don’t want to think about — but the pictures
keep coming back to my mind — especially when I'm trying to go to
sleep.”

Julie, (not her name), was so distressed about these memories that
she had finally plucked up enough courage to talk to me about them. |
had built up a friendship with her over several months so now | gently
encouraged her to accept that | was a friend who would not be
deserting her even if she shared the very worst.

“God So Loved The World That ... ”

I told her | knew that God was a great Ged who loved us so much that
He sent His own Son to this earth as a baby. Jesus was born into a
human family, and knew all the frustrations and daily annoyances that
we experience, yet He did not sin. Even when His own people publicly
ridiculed Him, and testified falsely about Him, Jesus still loved
mankind so much that He was willing to go all the way to suffer
crucifixion because He knew there was no other way mankind could
come back into a relationship with the Father God.
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Julie couldn't grasp this. Surely no one could love her like that, let
alone the many others she had met in her own life of failure. She
loved history and woeuld often draw parallels from historical incidents
that she had read about. My mind went back to the words of the
Prophet Isaiah in the Old Testament as he was inspired to write to the
people of Israel.

Gods Chosen People — Israel

Ged had moved him to clearly and deliberately describe the failure
and disobedience of the people God had chosen to be His people—
the people of Israel. Not only did he describe their failures, but he also
described the terrible judgment that would come upon them. The God
who chose them was absolutely holy, and He had no option but to
severely punish disobedience, or He would not be true to His own
character. However, it grieved Him to do so, and He gave clear
warnings about what would happen in such a judgment, but also there
was an open invitation for the people of Israel to come back to Him in
deep sorrow for what they were doing. If that happened, God would
freely forgive them and the tragedy would be averted.

The Israelites knew all about the terrible Assyrian reign of terror. The
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